
Berrien Springs Partnership Lab Syllabus and Instructor Qualifications 

LABS (CLASSES) ARE PROVIDED AS AN EDUCATIONAL SOURCE FOR PBL (PROJECT BASED LEARNING) 

COMMUNITY CLASS TITLE: SLICE ICE - Recreational Ice Skating ​
GRADE OR AGE LEVELS:    All Ages​
FORMAT:               IN-PERSON                  ​
DAY AND TIME OF THE WEEK:   To be Scheduled With Instructor ​
TOTAL REQUIRED HRS:      16                          ADD’L POSSIBLE HRS (OPTIONAL TIME): Yes​
TOTAL SEMESTER HOURS POSSIBLE: ​
LOCATION (address): The Howard Ice Arena, Saint Joseph, MI 

​
PRIMARY INSTRUCTOR: Jon Whidden​
 ​
CONTACT INFORMATION:    phone:  269-357-9759  ​
email:     jon@ruskets.com ​
website: https://youtube.com/@sliceice 

 

ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION AT SITE REQUIRED?     YES​

IF YES, INSTRUCTIONS FOR REGISTRATION: 

INSTRUCTOR QUALIFICATIONS (may attach a separate page if necessary): 
Jon Whidden spent childhood in Upstate New York, with a pond and a closet full of old skates. 

Now he floods the backyard each Winter. 

He's been a regular at the Howard Ice Arena for over a decade and loves helping new skaters 
or learning from experienced athletes and coaches. 

When not skating, he teaches art and music technology at his home studio in rural Berrien 
County. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION (OVERVIEW):​

SLICE ICE 

mailto:jon@ruskets.com
https://youtube.com/@sliceice


RECREATIONAL ICE SKATING 

Students of all ages and experience levels will sharpen their ice skating abilities, learn new 
skills, and build strength through regular, extended skating sessions at our local community ice 
rink.  Hockey, figure, freestyle and speed skaters are all welcome, but this class is especially for 
anyone who just wants to have fun and be more comfortable out on the ice. 

Regular skating sessions at the Howard Ice Arena in St. Joseph, MI will begin in November 
when the local outdoor season opens. 

Our first meeting of the semester will be held at a local sporting goods store for skate fittings. 

Skaters will have an opportunity to try on figure or hockey skates and learn the practical 
differences between these two most common styles. 

Students will be fitted for their own personal pair of rental skates to use during the semester. 

We meet on the ice for weekly 2 hour sessions.  Skaters will have multiple opportunities for 
practice, during our regular group instruction times and optional open skate sessions outside of 
class.  During cold weather, the rink is open daily. 

Join our community, make friends and have fun. 

SYLLABUS/OUTLINE:  WEEKLY BREAKDOWN OF PROJECT-BASED LEARNING LAB ACTIVITIES 

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND APPROXIMATE TARGET DATES:  
 
 
 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT - what will be used to evaluate student progress and/or end of 
semester pass/fail status? 

1)​ Student agrees to attend at least 80% of class sessions/lessons offered.  Attendance 

is kept online and tracked by Partnership staff.  Failure to meet 80% or be on track 

to meet 80% may result in program discontinuation.   

2)​ The Partnership Student Assessment or Performance Form is filled out by the 

teacher and turned in to Partnership staff.  The link to this form is found on the web 

page for this class.  Failing marks for lack of participation, behavior issues, practice 

time, etc. may result in program discontinuation.   

Class-specific assessment: discuss and include the form or a link to the form that you use. 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: (online, books, video, etc.): 

CLASS POLICIES: ATTENDANCE, BEHAVIOR, WEATHER, ETC. 

Weather: Temperatures above 50F may result in cancelation of ice times. 
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